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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
~ you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! _ 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 


Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. \c! 
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If you haven't got V0! 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 

video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Easter Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 ‘ 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
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Having fled from Farthing Wood, 
the otters soon became lost. They 
were also very hungry. Luckily, 
Sleek Otter had discovered a trout 
farm nearby, but they had to cross 
a road to reach it... 


The otters heard the roar of a distant engine. 
Only Lame Otter and his companion had still 
to cross the road. A motorbike roared up, its 
headlamps gleaming menacingly. Lame Otter 
just reached safety, but his friend panicked 
and turned back across the road. There was a 
thud as the rider screeched to a halt. The 
otter was killed instantly. 


The rest of the otters were panic-stricken, 
and dashed on, without a backward glance. 
The motorcyclist was clearly shaken by the 
accident. “That’s very strange, otters have 
never been seen around here before,” he 
thought to himself glumly, as he bent over 
the dead animal. 


Chapter 7: 
The trout 
farm 


The six surviving otters had scattered in 
fright, but somehow managed to find each 
other and make their way to the trout farm. 


Sleek Otter was feeling stronger after her 
meal, so she showed the others how she 
caught the fish. She leapt gracefully on to 
the tank and in a moment four fish had 
been hooked out. The other otters gobbled 
them up, greedily. 


Lame Otter couldn’t leap up, but Sleek Otter 
promised to look after him. “We can make a 
new start here,” she said. After eating their 
fill, the otters made their way to hide in the 
reeds of a nearby lake. 


“If only we’d had such fish in the Farthing 
Wood stream,” sighed a female. “None of this 
would have happened and none of the otters 
would have lost their lives.” 


The otters were silent for a while, then Sleek 
Otter spoke for them all. “We must be careful 
to avoid the humans, and make sure there’s 
not a trace of our coming.” 


However, local wildlife groups were already 
puzzled by the sighting of otters away from 
Farthing Wood. Why had the animals left 
their usual territory so suddenly? What had 
caused them to stray into human habitats? It 
was the conservation group’s job to find the 
otters, return them to their home and make 
sure they were properly protected there. 


Meanwhile, in Farthing Wood, the foxes were 
doing well for themselves, but some of the 
other animals had fallen sick. Stout Fox 
sometimes felt that the wood itself was sickly. 
But still, it was only Sage Hedgehog who 
sensed impending disaster. His words fell 
mainly on deaf ears. 


The otters continued their visits to the trout 
farm, but Slow Otter was soon jealous of the 
females looking after Lame Otter. On the 
fifth night of the raids, Slow Otter and one of 
the females were the last to go. The female 
jumped up and was taking a long time. 


“What’s keeping you?” Slow Otter growled. 
“T’l] be finished in a moment, I just want a 
bigger fish for the lame one,” she replied. 


Slow Otter exploded. “What?” he screeched. 
The other females left hastily and he 
scrambled up the tank, determined not to 
wait any longer. The female lost her balance 
and fell in with a splash. Slow Otter seized a 
fish, while the poor female was sucked 
underwater by the whirlpool of trout, 
thrashing about in terror. 


“Help! Help me!” she pleaded. 


“Serves you right,” Slow Otter grunted, as he 
picked up his fish and left the yard without 
feeling guilty. He made his way to an islet in 
the middle of the lake, to eat by himself. 


Later, the otters missed the other female. 
Lame Otter offered to go in search of her, as 
he wanted to do something to help, but the 
sister of the missing otter said she must go. 


The drowned otter was discovered in the 
tank. And, while searching for her, her 
unfortunate sister was caught by the farm 


dog and killed before its owner could reach it. 


The remaining otters hid during daylight, 
but even at night they could hear the dog 
barking and were afraid to move. They were 
also wondering why Slow Otter kept away. 
They all suspected that he was avoiding 
them deliberately. 


At last, dusk arrived and Sleek Otter and 
Long Whiskers went to look for the females. 
The tank in which the otter had drowned 
had been emptied and cleaned and the other 
tanks covered in wire. They realized it was 
time to move on. 


The next day, the little band set off and soon 
found a hollow log on a railway embankment 
to hide in. They hadn’t waited for Slow Otter 
as he seemed to prefer his own company. But 
Slow Otter shadowed them from behind, so 
as not to be on his own. 


The thunder of a passing train terrified the 
otters in their log. They were desperate to 
escape, even though it was still daylight. 
Outside, Slow Otter had blundered across the 
track into a live rail and been killed. 


“I am the last dog otter,” Lame Otter told 
himself. Suddenly, he knew what he must do. 
He should choose one of the remaining 
females and return to Farthing Wood. 


In Farthing Wood, more animals were sick. 
Sly Stoat saw his mate fall ill, as she hadn't 
been careful when hunting. Sly Stoat asked 
Sage Hedgehog for advice. But the hedgehog 
just groaned, ‘It is the Wood’s fate.’ 


An abridgement of FARTHING WOOD — THE ADVENTURE BEGINS by Colin Dann, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books at £8.99 


All About... 


6GHi! I’m Mrs Porcupine. You won't find me living wild in 
Britain, but do | remind you of another spiny creature that 
you might spot in your garden? | don't belong to the 

same family as Mrs Hedgehog — in fact, I'm a 
rodent — but | have spines, like she does, 
though mine are much longer. 
Originally, | came from Africa and 
my ancestors may have been taken to 
Italy by the Romans. Now we live in 
Sicily and south and west Italy, 
and a small number. of us live in 
Turkey as well as north Africa. 
/j)/We like dry, scrubland where we 
can dig burrows to hide in during 
{ the day. At night we shuffle 
/ out to feed on plants.99 


lam a Crested 
porcupine. | have thick 
white hairs, which are 
slightly bristly, on the top 
of my head and neck. 
The back part of my body 
is covered with spiky 
quills, some short and 
some up to 40cm long. 
The quills are actually 
stiffened hairs. Some are 
entirely black and others 
are white with black 
rings. At about 60cm 
long, | am one of the 
largest rodents in 
Europe. | have a short 
tail, which is also 
covered with quills, and 
long whiskers that help 
me to feel my way 
around as | lumber along 
the ground at night. 


In Europe, we Crested porcupines mate in 
April. After two months, between one and four 
young are born, with their eyes open. They are 
covered in short soft spines. These quickly 
harden to become sharp quills. When they are 
very young, we parents sleep on either side of 
them to keep them warm. We rattle our quills 
fiercely if an intruder approaches. The 
youngsters can start to feed on plant food 
when they are about six weeks old. 


On each foot, | have five toes with sharp 
claws. | use these for digging my burrows, 
where | rest during the day, and for scooping 
up bulbs, tubers and roots of plants. | also eat 
fruit and bark. When | eat, | hold my food with 
my front paws against the ground and chomp 
into it with my sharp teeth which, like the 
teeth of other rodents, never stop growing. 


Weasel’s Easel 


All About... 


Quill attacks + Dh 7 i | 


66Although we are slow 
on our feet, we have a 
number of defence tactics 
that are usually pretty 
effective, even against 
very large animals.99 


This African 
porcupine, which 
is about 75cm 
long, can deal 
with a fully grown 
lion, thanks to its 
armour of long 
quills. It uses 
exactly the same 
tactics as | do. 


When | am threatened, | 
raise my spines, growl and 
stamp my feet. Then I rattle 
the very noisy quills on my 
tail. If these tactics don’t 
work, then | turn my back 
on the intruder and reverse 
into it so that it gets a 
faceful of quills. That 
usually does the trick! 


SPINY RELATIVES 
Although porcupines have the most 
spectacular spines, several other rodents 
are also protected by short spines that 
are sharp enough to give a nasty shock 
to any predator that tries to pick one up. 

There are 18 kinds of spiny mice, such 
as the one in this picture, 22 spiny pocket 
mice (small rodents with cheek pouches 
for storing food) and 37 spiny rats. 
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PORCUPINE DIFFERENCES 
Most of the 12 kinds of porcupine that 
live in Africa, Asia, Indonesia and 
Europe stay on the ground and 
shelter in burrows or holes. Another 
group are found in North, Central and 
South America. These are mostly tree 
climbers and their spines are shorter 
than ours, but just as effective. 


Naactoa! 


SALTY CHEW 

Like many other porcupines, the 
North American porcupine eats 
leaves, flowers, fruit and bark. But 
it also seems to have a taste for 
salt. People have discovered that 
some of their belongings, such as 


The North American 
porcupine has as many as 
20,000 quills hidden under 
its brownish black fur. 
These quills are barbed at 
the tip, making it difficult 
to get them out once they 
have become lodged in 
another animal's fur or 
skin. Like other climbing 
porcupines, the North 
American porcupine’s feet 
have wide soles and 
strong claws to help it grip 
the branches. 

Even though its spines 
are sharp, one animal 
manages to attack and kill 
this porcupine. A small 
mammal called a Fisher, 
circles the porcupine 
several times to confuse 


gloves, a car’s steering wheel, 
saddles and boots, which have 


Several South American porcupines, such as traces of salt on them from having 
this Brazilian one, have a long, muscly tail for been touched by sweaty hands, 
gripping tree branches while they feed in the have been gnawed by porcupines. 


treetops. The tail is not spiny and has a hard 
pad at the tip to help the animal get a firm grip. 


it. Then it strikes at its 
face, which is not 
protected by spines, and 
kills it with a few blows 


Dear Friends! 


It's getting well into winter 
now, and these long dark 
evenings are perfect for 
writing to us with lots of 
jokes, puzzles and stories! 


Joan 


Fox, alias Joe Gallagher, aged'4 


A TRUE STORY, BY KEVIN 


GRANTHAM, AGED 71, ARM’ 
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i (Or Were there just some different 
worms there?! — Joan) 


Sharlene Swains, aged 8 
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Ciara and Enda O'Sullivan, aged 11 and 8 


and saw some rooks in the high treetops. 


THIS CLEVER DOT-TO-DOT IS BY TRACY ANN DEAN, AGED 10 


night falls-at the end of a-busy” 
he farmer settles the animals 4. 
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Horses sleep for about four hours a 
night. They don’t usually lie down, but 
sleep standing up, with their joints 
locked so they don’t fall over. This is 
an Irish draught X thoroughbred, a 
popular horse because of its strength 
and good nature. 


Shaggy ink cap 
mushrooms can 
appear almost 
overnight. Their 
cylinder-shaped, 
tall caps have 
ragged, black 
edges and are 
delicious to eat. 


The Lapwing is a pretty bird with a 
long crest on its head and a striking 
plumage of black, white and 
shimmering green. It crouches in the 
short grass of a field, roosting in a nest 
that is really just a scrape in the earth. 


You should be able to find five pigeons 


under the rafters and in the bush. 


Barns and other farm 
outbuildings make perfect 
places for Noctule bats to 
roost. During the summer, 
you will see them flying 
around at dusk, swooping 
after insects. But in winter, 
from October to the end of 
March, they hibernate. 


At one time, Polecats were almost extinct 
in Britain, because they were trapped and 
killed for their fur. Today, numbers are on 
the increase and they are most 

commonly found on 

farmland. They are active 

at night and prey mainly 

on small creatures, 

such as voles, mice 

and frogs. 


Netted slugs can be 
spotted crawling along the 
ground. They travel around at 
night when the the air is cool and 
damp, avoiding the daytime 
sunshine that dries out their skin. 


At night, moths take over 
from butterflies. The 
White ermine moth 
looks quite magnificent, 
with its furry body and 
creamy white wings 

with black spots. 


ee AA 
pe Louis Braille was a Frenchman who lived in the 


1800s, and went blind at the age of three. He j 


Most of us take our senses for granted. eventually became a teacher at the school 


I have particularly good eyesight, which | for the blind where he had grown up, and 
helps me to find juicy mice on the : “<=-— invented the braille alphabet to help his 
ground when I’m hovering high in the sky. Life pupils. This special system means that blind 

can get difficult if one of your senses doesn’t people can read books and newspapers, provided 


work properly, or isn’t there at all. i. using. ie: breiieSiphavet, 
n aa Te 


vay The Sp habat. e @ Braille books are printed with the dots raised from the 
is based ona ee paper; blind people feel the bumps with their fingers. 
‘cell’, which Once you’ve learnt this alphabet, you can read very cs. 
looks like this. @ @ quickly with it. It’s also fun to use for coded messages. _ 


The first 10 letters of the alphabet use just the top four dots 


se . ee ee . ee oe e . ° 
. . ° . oe ee ° eo 
B 


The next 10 letters are made by adding the bottom left-hand dot. 


e e ee ee e ee ee . ° 


. e . e ee ee e ee 
s i. . . . . . . ° ° 


P Q R Ss 


Adding the bottom right-hand dot makes the rest of the alphabet - except for 
W - and five words. 


° ° ee ee e ee ee e e ° 
wnt :y . . . oe oe ° ee 
ee oe oe ee . oe oe ee oe ee 
U Vv x Y z and for of the with 


If you leave out the bottom left-hand dot, you make nine speech sounds (called 
digraphs) and the letter W 


Can you read words with your fingers? Write a 
word in block capitals on a piece of thick card, 
or acork tile. Push map pins in, following the 
lines you’ve made, so that you end up with 
the word in map pins. 

Blindfold a friend (who hasn’t seen what 
you wrote) and see if they can read the 
word. Now get them to do the same 
to you. Difficult, isn’t it?! 
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EAR-SWAPPING = 


By comparing the noises heard by your two ears, You will need: 
your brain can work out exactly where a sound is plastic or rubber tubing, two 
coming from. What happens if you ‘swop’ your Plastic funnels, piece of wood 
ears around, though? (about 40cm long), insulating 

tape, small piece of cloth. 


Some people believe that they can talk to other people 
through their minds! This may or may not be true, but 
here are a couple of tricks you can play to make your 
friends believe you have telepathic (mind to mind) skills. 


~ GIVE ME A RUBBER “a O 
Leave the room while one of your friends (GP > 


tells your cunning assistant a number 
between one and twenty. 


| 


about 60cm each. Slot each piece of 
tubing into a funnel. Use tape to 
hold in place, if necessary. 


Come back into the room. Announce that you will put your 
hands on your assistant’s head and, by his concentrating 
very hard on the number chosen, the thought from his 
head will pass into your hands and into your head. 


2 Put a little pad of fabric over the 
other end of the tubing and tape it in 
place. This end should fit snugly in your 
ear. Do the same with both tubes. 


~ Here’s the cunning bit. Put your fingers against your 
assistant’s jawbone, near his ears. Your assistant now 
‘G clenches his jaw the right number of times. You'll be able to feel 
y this through your fingers, but the audience won't be able to see it. 


3 Tape the os 
tubing to a piece 

of wood, as eeF 
shown. Close pe 
your eyes and 

ask a friend to clap 
their hands. See how difficult it 
<< ei is to pin-point sound when you've 
ta fae hs mixed up your ears. 


When the jaw clenching stops, announce the number to your 
friends. They’ll want to know how you did it! 


INVISIBLE PHOTO 


You leave the room. Your assistant holds a piece of 
paper near somebody’s face and tells 
them that he is taking an 
invisible photo. 

You come back into the 
room and study the ‘photo’. 
Your assistant sits in exactly 
)) the same way as whoever he 
took the photo of. So, if they 
cross their legs or scratch their 
head, he does the same. (Try 
not to make it too obvious.) 

When you’ve worked out who 
it is, tell your audience. 


FACE FEELING 


This is a good game for testing how observant 
you are and how good your sense of touch is. 
Pick a ‘victim’ and blindfold her. Your friends 
stand in a circle around her. Spin her round 
(gently!) several times then join the circle. 

The victim then has to go up to someone in 
the circle and feel their face and body. 
Nobody says anything to help her. If she can 
say who she’s touching, that person becomes 
the victim. If not, it’s her turn again with 
another victim. 


| DOMINANT EVE 
Your brain’pays more attention to the.messages coming 


from one‘of your eyes than to the other eye. You can doa 
“quick test to find out which is your dominant eye. 


Hold your finger up in front of you and line it up with 

something, like a window frame or the edge of a 

picture. Look at it with both eyes. Then, still looking 
-at it, cover up one eye - what happens? 


If your finger ‘jumps’, then the 
covered eye is your dominant 
eye. If your finger stays in the 
same place, then you’re looking 
through your dominant eye. 


Do you think it might 
depend on whether you 
are left- or right-handed? 
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WHAT AM I? 
My first is in south and also in west, 
My second’s in trial and also in test. 
My third is in round but not in square, 
My fourth is in when but not in where. 
My fifth is in laughter but not in mirth, 
My whole is sometimes buried in earth. 


, “Rollo!” called Bold and Whisper — and then going hunting — do you want to come?” 


they saw the garden. “Wow! What a mess! “Might be a good idea if | disappear for a 
Your owner won't be too pleased. We were — while,” said Rollo, joining them. 


TOPS ‘N’ TAILS 
Pair these pictures to form words or phrases. 
Each word contains the name of an animal. 

Read the clues to help you. 


They went down to the canal, because Bold 

and Whisper were in search of rats. But it was 

a hot day and, as soon as Rollo saw the water, _ 

he dived in. 5 
“This is great!” he called out, splashing about Ud = a 10 

happily. rt H 

“Well done!” sighed Bold. “There goes 
breakfast. You’ve frightened all the rats away!” 

“Never mind!” Rollo replied. “We can go back 
to my place and chew on the bones. That way 
we'll have-a snack and tidy up as well.” 

‘All right,” said the foxes, agreeing between 
themselves not to take Rollo hunting again. Rollo 
led the way back home looking very pleased 

4“ with himself. He wasn’t usually so\clever. 


oP 


4 To make a mess of 


1A brief sleep something 
2A place of disgrace 5 A rowdy gang of people 
3 A flower 6 A look-out on a ship 
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Pe pOo6 You will need two square pieces of paper, crayons or felt tips. 


@ To make the § Fold in half along the 


head, fold a piece of 2 Fold the bottom edge up so @ To make the body, fold crease line to make a triangle. 
paper in half. Unfold. Fold the you can see the tips of the 3 Fold in half down the ; the other piece of paper in Then fold the back corner to 6 Balance the head on top of 
top corners to the middle. corners. The tips will be the eyes centre crease line, so half. Unfold. Then fold the front to look like a tail. the body to see how it looks. 
Then fold back the corners by and the big folds the ears. Fold that the ear and eye flaps each corner to the middle Stand the body upright. Decorate your nodding dog. 


a small amount, as shown. the top point down for the nose. are on the outside. to make a smaller square. 
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